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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

Claim 23 is objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper form because 
a multiple dependent claim cannot depend from any other dependent claim. See MPEP 
§ 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claim 23 has not been further treated on the merits. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-4 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 1 and 24, the phrase "or the like" renders the claim(s) indefinite 
because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by 
"or the like"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. See MPEP 
§ 2173.05(d). 

Regarding claims 2-4, the claims recite the limitation of wherein it is. The office is 
not clear which limitation "it" is referring to. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 1-22 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Brinkman et al. (6,1 05,295) in view of Liener Chin et al. (6,632,042). 

Regarding claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 9-16, 18-20, 22 and 24, Brinkman et al. disclose 
means for fastening, securing or clamping goods 60 (col. 4, line 64; see fig. 1-7) or for 
securing a person, such as a load strap, support strap, tie member, rope, safety 
harness or the like, with an information medium 13(col. 3, line 65; see fig. 1-7) attached 
thereto, wherein the means for fastening is rigidly connected to the information medium; 
wherein only a portion 62 (col. 4, line 64; see fig. 1-7) of the information medium is 
connected directly to the fastening or clamping means; wherein the information medium 
consists of at least one identification medium 25 (col. 4, line 9; see fig. 6); and a 
protective casing 20 (col. 3, line 66; see fig. 1-7); wherein the protective casing is a tube 
or a film; wherein the protective casing is made of plastics material, especially of 
polyethylene (PE) or of polyvinyl chloride (PVC) (col. 4, lines 5-10); wherein the 
protective casing is transparent (col. 4, line 8), which surrounds at least the identification 
medium (see fig. 6); wherein the protective casing is formed as a protective layer with 
which the identification medium is covered (see fig. 6); wherein the protective layer is a 
flexible plastics material; wherein all layers of the information medium are surrounded 
by the protective casing; wherein the identification medium is readable; wherein the 
identification medium is a label provided with information (see fig. 6); wherein the 
identification medium is machine-readable (col. 4, line 10). 

However, Brinkman et al. fail to disclose an insert having high tear strength; 
wherein the insert is strip-shaped; the insert acts on both sides as a carrier of 
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identification media; wherein the identification medium is rigidly connected, especially 
sewn and/or riveted and/or glued, to the insert; wherein the identification medium is 
carried by the insert. Instead, Liener Chin et al. discloses an insert 908 (col. 11, line 45; 
see fig. 23) having high tear strength; wherein the insert is strip-shaped; the insert acts 
on both sides as a carrier of identification media (see fig. 22); wherein the identification 
medium 904 (col. 11, line 45; see fig. 23) is rigidly connected, especially sewn and/or 
riveted and/or glued, to the insert; wherein the identification medium is carried by the 
insert. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to use the teaching of Liener Chin et al. in the invention of Brinkman et 
al. because it is simple and inexpensive. 

Regarding claims 3 and 4, Brinkman et al. fail to disclose it is sewn to the 
information medium, glued and/or riveted to the information medium. However, 
Brinkman et al. disclose the means for fastening are rigidly connected and also 
modification of this are apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to sew or 
glue or rivet the information medium to the means for fastening because it is simple and 
inexpensive. 

Regarding claims 7 and 8, Brinkman et al. fail to disclose the insert has a higher 
tear strength than the identification medium; wherein the insert consists of a technical 
textile, especially a fabric. Liener Chin et al. disclose of an insert but fails to disclose the 
insert has a higher tear strength than the identification medium; wherein the insert 
consists of a technical textile, especially a fabric. However, Liener Chin et al. disclose 
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any modification regarding size, shape and material of the insert are apparent to one of 
ordinary skill in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of invention to use a fabric because it is simple and inexpensive. 

Regarding claim 21 , Brinkman et al. fail to disclose the flexible plastics material is 
a silicone or polyurethane. However, Brinkman et al. disclose the flexible plastics 
material is a PVC but any modification regarding the material are apparent to one of 
ordinary skill in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of invention to use any material as desired since it is simple and 
inexpensive. 

Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brinkman et al. in view of Liener Chen et al. as applied to claim 1 above, and further in 
view of Larsen (4,773,1 75). 

Regarding claim 17, Brinkman et al. as modified fail to disclose the identification 
medium is a transponder. However, Larsen discloses the identification medium 140 (col. 
9, line 37; see fig. 14) is a transponder 180 (col. 9, line 37; see fig. 14). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to use 
the teaching of Larsen in the invention of Brinkman et al. because it is simple and 
inexpensive. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SYED A. ISLAM whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7768. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9am-6pm. 



Application/Control Number: 10/551,871 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3611 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley D. Morris can be reached on (571) 272-6651 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



IS. A. I./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 361 1 



/Lesley D. Morris/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3611 



